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Why do we have to write? 
• Complete assignments for 
assessment 
• Share ideas and expertise  
• Disseminate the research findings 
• Promote career, academic work  
• Expand knowledge and skills 
• Gain personal satisfaction 
Writing for Publication 
How do you get started? 
• want to get your ideas across to as many 
people as possible 
• finding a writing mentor 
Why should you write an article for publication? 
• Evidence-based nursing practice 
• Share the knowledge 
• Career advancement 
Writing for Publication 
Who do you want to read your article? 
• Clinical staff who give direct care 
• Researchers 
• Nurse educators 
• Nurse managers 
 
 
 
Writing for Publication 
Which journal to publish in? 
• check the aims and scope of a 
range of journals 
• look at the Author Guidelines, 
read and follow the journal's 
instructions. 
• "Am I 100% confident that I've 
followed every one of even the 
smallest details in the journal's 
guidelines?“ 
 
 
 
Writing for Publication 
How will you put your message across? 
The most common types of articles: 
• Literature review 
• Clinical articles 
• Research reports 
• Discussion papers 
• Shorts reports 
• Letter to editor 
• Opinion pieces 
 
 
 


Writing for Publication 
Are you ready now to plan your article? 
• Drawn up your strategy, turn it into a plan for 
the article 
 
Having a plan before you start writing helps to  
make sure that: 
• You include everything that you need 
• Work efficiently 
• Safe time for making cuts, adding things, 
and making major changes 
 
 
 
Writing for Publication 
What should your plan look like? 
Write down: 
• The main headings of the article 
• The subheadings of each theses sections, if 
needed 
• The number of words you will use for each 
sections 
 
Then check against your chosen journal‟s 
guidelines to make sure that you have got it 
right. 
Typical structure  
of a research 
paper, IMRAD 
(Perneger & Hudelson, 
2004) 
Introduction 
Methods 
Results 
Discussion 
IMRAD Format 
Why was the study done? 
What was done? 
What did the researcher find? 
What does it mean? 
Common 
mistakes seen in 
manuscript 
(Perneger & Hudelson, 
2004) 
PUBLICATION ETHICS 
• Protection of human subject 
• Redundant publication 
• Salami slicing 
• Authorship 
• Transparency 
– Conflict of interest 
– Registering clinical trials 
– Respecting confidentiality 
• Misconduct: 
- Plagiarism 
- Copyright  
 
Protection of human subject 
• Based on the principles of respect for 
persons (autonomy and choice), beneficence 
(do no harm), and justice (equitable 
distribution of risks and benefits)  
• Informed consent documents must include a 
great deal of required material: 
– Person is being invited to participate in a 
research study 
– Participation is voluntary 
– Approved by Ethical Committee/IRB 
– Data management. 
Redundant /Duplicate Publication 
• Read “Information for 
Authors” from journal. 
• Discuss need to avoid 
redundancy & copyright 
infringement  if more than 
one publication 
“Salami Slicing” 
• The same study or data are used across 
more than one article  
• How to „slice up‟ a research project for 
publication? 
• Avoid to publish small sections of a study in 
several separate articles for collecting 
publications, it should address in depth 
different aspects of the same study or 
reporting the study in different ways for 
different kind of readers   
Authorship and Constributorship 
• Authorship credit should be based on: 
1) substantial contributions to conception 
and design, acquisition of data, or 
analysis and interpretation of data;  
2) drafting the article or revising it critically 
for important intellectual content; and  
3) final approval of the version to be 
published. 
• Each author should have participated 
sufficiently in the work to take public 
responsibility for appropriate portions of 
the content.  
Authorship and Constributorship 
• Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or 
general supervision of the research group 
alone does not constitute authorship. 
• All contributors who do not meet the 
criteria for authorship should be listed in 
an acknowledgments section.  
• Discuss at beginning of project about the 
authorship and corresponding author  
• The person who has played the major role 
in research and writing the article will be 
the first named author 
 
Transparency 
• Conflict of interest  declare all 
the funding of the research 
• Registering clinical trial  
should be registered in publicly-
accessible registries 
• Respecting confidentiality  
protecting subjects from being 
recognized.  
 
Misconduct 
Plagiarism: 
• Do not offer work for publication that 
has already been published 
elsewhere, the submission must be an 
original article 
• Do not „pass off‟ the work of someone 
else as if it were your own 
 
Copyright: 
• Use copyrighted materials with 
permission or acknowledgement 
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